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CONSTITUTION

OF

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CONGREGATION

Burlington, Wisconsin

Article I. NAME

The name of this congregation shall be "The St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Burlington, Wisconsin."

Article II: ARTICLES OF FAITH

This congregation accepts and confesses all the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as the revealed Word of God, the only divine rule and standard of faith and life. And it further accepts and confesses all the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, contained in the Book of Concord of 1580, drawn from and in full agreement with the Holy Scriptures, as the correct presentation and only standard of pure Christian doctrine.  According to these alone also, all differences or disputes that may arise in this congregation regarding are to be decided and adjusted.

Article III: THE PASTORATE

The pastorate in this congregation can be filled only by such as unqualifiedly profess their acceptance of the Articles of Faith as set down in Article II of this constitution, and fulfill their office accordingly.

Article IV: CALLING A PASTOR, ETC.

The congregation as a whole has the right to elect and call pastors, teachers, and other officers.  This right it dare never yield.

Article V: MEMBERSHIP

Anyone wishing to become a member of this congregation must first of all give evidence of his qualifications for membership to the pastor.  If the pastor finds him to be of one faith with the congregation and there are no other hindrances to his becoming a member, he can be received into membership at a congregational meeting.

Only such can become a member of this congregation, who

1. is baptized;

2. declares his adherence to all the canonical books of the Old and New  Testaments, as the only rule and standard of faith and life; receives the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran  Church as a correct presentation of pure Christian doctrine drawn from the Holy Scriptures, and if not familiar with the different symbolical books, at least is familiar with Luther's Small Catechism and declares his acceptance of the same;

3. does not despise the means of Grace, or otherwise live in manifest works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21), but leads a Christian life;

4. does not belong to a secret society (lodge) or any other organization which may be contrary to the Word of God;

5. feels himself duty bound to help bear the burdens of the congregation according to his ability, and to attend the congregational meetings diligently;

6. feels himself duty bound, as the Lord blesses him with children, to have them baptized in good season, to send them,  if possible, to a Christian day school, for instruction  preparatory to Confirmation, and to Sunday School;

7. subjects himself to the foregoing Constitution of the Congregation.

Article VI: SUFFRAGE, HOLDING OFFICE

Only such male members of the congregation as have completed their eighteenth year shall have the right to vote.  Only males who have been communicant members of the Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Synod (WELS) or of a congregation in fellowship with that synod, for at least one year, shall have the right to hold elective office.

Article VII: REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

Any officer of the congregation can, according to Christian form and order, be removed from office for sufficient causes. Sufficient causes for removing a pastor or teacher are: persistent adherence to false doctrine, willful neglect of duty, scandalous life.

Article VIII: CHURCH DISCIPLINE

Church discipline shall be exercised according to Matthew 18:15-18 on such as live in open sins.  Should such church discipline prove fruitless and the party in question is excommunicated, he thereby loses all rights of a congregation member, until such a time as he repents and is again received into the congregation.

Article IX: DISMISSAL

A member who severs his connection with the congregation in an ungodly manner has dismissed himself and thereby loses his rights and privileges as a member; such, the congregation has no power to grant a dismissal or recommend to another congregation.  Such members, however, who prove themselves to be upright and sincere, and who for reasons that are justified by the Word of God ask for their dismissal, shall receive the same.

Article X: SEPARATION

If at any time discord or separation shall occur in this congregation (which God may graciously prevent), the property of this congregation shall remain with those members who adhere to this constitution.

Article XI: UNALTERABLE ARTICLES

The following articles of this constitution shall be and remain unalterable: II, III, IV, V, VII, VIII, X, XI.
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